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How can we speak while breathing?

Vocalization is an essential method of communication. Vocal
sound is produced in the airway, which we also use for
breathing. Vocalization requires closing the airway to produce
sound, while we need to open our airway to breathe in.
Therefore, dysfunction in controlling the airway can lead to
problems with both breathing and vocalization. How are these
processes precisely controlled? The brainstem is known for
governing vocalization and breathing; however, the circuits
involved are heavily intermingled and poorly defined due to
technical limitations. Here, I will describe our studies
investigating a vocalization-specific neural population in the
brainstem.
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